
w
ith C

hrist that other saints w
ill not experience. T

he greatest privi-
lege: in H

eaven the church w
ill be m

arried to C
hrist, becom

ing part
of H

is G
overnm

ent (R
ev. 19:7-9 and 20:4-6).

M
eanw

hile, on earth during the G
reat T

ribulation the C
atholic

C
hurch and all her P

rotestant babies w
ill unite w

ith all the cults and
pagan religions to form

 a one-w
orld religion w

hich the B
ible calls

“M
ystery B

abylon the G
reat” (R

ev. 17), and w
ill be led  by the “false

prophet” (R
ev. 16:13).   T

his w
icked union w

ill  be m
ade possible by

the fact that all false religions agree on the fundam
ental idea that sal-

vation is earned by good w
orks; they only disagree on w

hat good
w

orks are necessary.  T
he E

cum
enical m

ovem
ent w

ith its W
orld C

oun-
cil of C

hurches and U
nited R

eligions, and the interdenom
inational

C
harism

atic M
ovem

ent w
ith its false H

oly S
pirit (1 John 4:1-3) are

rapidly bringing the B
abylon religion back into pow

er.
A

t the end of the G
reat T

ribulation, M
ystery B

abylon the G
reat

w
ill be destroyed (R

ev. 18), and the true church w
ill return w

ith C
hrist

to this earth to rule and reign w
ith H

im
 during H

is 1,000 year M
illen-

nium
 kingdom

 (R
ev. 19-20:6), and after this w

ill live w
ith H

im
 in

H
eaven on E

arth forever (R
ev. 21-22).

by  L
ouis A

. T
urk, B

.A
., M

.D
iv., Ph.D
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T
he w

ord church is translated from
 the G

reek w
ord ek

k
l
h
s
ia

(ekklesia) w
hich m

eans “called-out assem
bly” and w

as originally used
of G

reek city-states w
hich practiced dem

ocratic governm
ent. T

he citi-
zens w

ere called out of their hom
es to assem

ble to vote; noncitizens
w

ere not allow
ed to vote.  B

y its very nature a true ek
k
l
h
s
ia

 is,
therefore, a local, visible, assem

bly of people united together as a
sovereign, dem

ocratic state.  Jesus used the w
ord  ek

k
l
h
s
ia

 to refer
to the new

 institution H
e founded to carry H

is gospel to the nations. A
church then is a local, visible, sovereign, dem

ocratic state (M
at. 16:19

&
 18:18-19; A

cts 6:1-7; 3 Joh. 9-11; 1 P
et. 5:1-3; M

at. 23:1-12)–but
spiritual not tem

poral in nature (Joh. 18:36-37), and therefore sepa-
rate from

 (not com
bined w

ith) civil governm
ents (M

at. 22:15-21).
In E

ph. 5:23, the B
ible speaks of “the church” generically as an

institution, and of “the w
ife” generically as a position.  B

ut there is no
universal, invisible w

ife, nor is there a universal, invisible church.  A
“called-out assem

bly” is by necessity local and visible (M
at. 18:17;

A
cts 8:1; 9:31; 13:1; 1 C

or. 1:2; G
al. 1:2). In 1 C

or. 12:13 the w
ord

“body” is also used generically, and refers to a local, visible, called-
out assem

bly; and the w
ord “baptism

” there refers to w
ater baptism

.
E

ph. 4:4 says that “T
here  is  “one body,...,one baptism

.” S
o there

cannot be both a local, visible body and a universal, invisible body.
N

or, since P
entecost, is there both w

ater baptism
 and Spirit baptism

.
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T
he universal, invisible church m

yth is just one of m
any of Satan’s

attem
pts to confuse people as to the definition and identity of the true

church.  Y
es, S

atan has m
any counterfeit churches  to confuse and

deceive; over and over again the B
ible w

arns us to bew
are of “false

apostles and deceitful w
orkers” w

ho w
ould com

e in the nam
e of C

hrist
but preaching “another Jesus” and “another spirit,“ and “another gos-
pel, w

hich is not another; but there be som
e that w

ould trouble you,
and w

ould pervert the gospel of C
hrist” (2 C

or. 11:3-15; G
al. 1:6-9).

N
evertheless, C

hrist’s true, genuine church is still in existence today,
for Jesus prom

ised her, “L
o, I am

 w
ith you alw

ays even unto the end
of the w

orld” (M
at. 28:20), and H

e declared to the w
orld concerning

H
is church that “the gates of H

ell shall not prevail against it” (M
at.

16:18).  It is your duty to G
od to reject all false churches, and to join

and faithfully attend and support C
hrist’s true church.
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T
he true church is vitally im

portant to you and your fam
ily be-

cause the true church “is the house of G
od, the pillar and ground of

the truth” (1 T
im

. 3:15); C
hrist designed H

is church to be the pre-
server and proclaim

er of the genuine B
ible, w

hich is the inspired w
ord

of G
od (2 T

im
. 3:16), and contains the genuine G

ospel (1 P
et. 1:25)

“w
hich is the pow

er of G
od unto salvation to everyone that believeth”

(R
om

. 1:16).
It is not true that you can be just as close to C

hrist at hom
e or on

the creek bank S
unday m

orning as you w
ould be in C

hurch.  If you
do not care for C

hrist’s church then you do not care for C
hrist, for

C
hrist founded the C

hurch (M
at. 16:18), and C

hrist is the H
ead of

the church (E
ph. 1:22 and 5:23), and the church is H

is body (E
ph.

5:23 and C
ol. 1:18).  Furtherm

ore, “C
hrist also loved the church, and

gave him
self for it” (E

ph. 5:25), and has chosen her for his bride (2
C

or. 1:2 and 11:2).  C
hrist, him

self,  is the R
ock upon w

hich the
church is built (1 P

et. 2:2-8; E
ph. 2:20). E

phesians 3:21 tells us that
G

od receives “glory in the church.”  T
herefore, church m

em
bership

and faithful church attendance is com
m

anded by G
od:  “...they that

gladly received his w
ord w

ere baptized: and the sam
e day there w

ere
added unto them

 [the church] about three thousand souls....A
nd the

L
ord added to the church daily such as should be saved” (A

cts 2: 41
and 47);  “...consider one another to provoke unto love and good w

orks:

not forsaking the assem
bling of ourselves together, as the m

anner of
som

e is; but exhorting one another: and so m
uch the m

ore as ye see
the day approaching” (H

eb. 10:24-25). It is therefore sin not to join
C

hrist’s church and attend it faithfully.  If you don’t love church you
don’t love Jesus, for Jesus said, “If you love m

e, keep m
y com

m
and-

m
ents” (John 14:15); “W

hy call ye m
e L

ord, L
ord, and do not the

things w
hich I say?” (L

uke 6:46).
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T
here are m

any different kinds of organizations w
hich identify

them
selves as C

hristian churches.  Y
et each of them

 teaches a differ-
ent and conflicting set of doctrines.  H

ow
 is a person to know

 w
hich

church is the true, genuine church?  T
he B

ible does not leave us to
guess, but identifies the genuine church clearly and plainly in M

at.
16:18 and other verses:

A
nd I say unto thee, T

hat thou art P
eter, and upon this rock I w

ill
build m

y church; and the gates of H
ell shall not prevail against it.

 T
he above verse and other verses reveal the follow

ing im
portant

facts w
hich enable us to identify the genuine church:

(1) T
he genuine church w

as founded by C
hrist—

not by P
eter,

M
artin L

uther, John C
alvin, C

harles W
esley, or som

e other m
ortal

m
an.   Jesus said, “I w

ill build m
y church” (M

at. 16:18).
(2) T

he genuine church w
as founded in the land of Israel—

not in R
om

e, G
erm

any, F
rance, E

ngland or A
m

erica (M
at. 16:18-

M
at. 18:17).  W

e know
 this to be so because the context of these

verses show
s that Jesus w

as in the land of Israel w
hen these events

took place.
(3) T

he genuine church w
as founded after C

hrist’s birth and
before H

is crucifixion–T
he church w

as conceived in em
bryonic form

at the ordination of the tw
elve apostles in L

uke 6:13, otherw
ise it

could not be w
ritten “A

nd G
od hath set som

e in the church, first
apostles...” (1 C

or. 12:28); this verse also directly im
plies that C

hrist’s
church did not exist before the apostles. B

y M
at. 18:17 the church

w
as fully organized, and Jesus told H

is disciples that the final step in
discipline is to “tell it to the church.” T

hey could not have have obeyed
this instruction if no church yet existed.  T

hus it is clear that the genu-
ine church w

as founded before C
hrist w

as crucified—
not on the day

of P
entecost or hundreds of years later (M

at. 18:17).
(4) T

he genuine church w
as founded so as to w

ithstand all
corrupting forces–Jesus said of H

is church that “...the gates of H
ell

shall not prevail against it” (M
at. 16:18).  T

herefore the genuine church
has never becom

e corrupt, and so has never needed to be “protested”
or “reform

ed.” N
or has it ever been a part of (or com

e out of) any
religious organization that needed to be protested or reform

ed.  T
his

pure church still exists today.
Im

portant fact: U
sing the w

ord church generically, only the genu-
ine B

aptist church w
as founded by C

hrist, in Israel, before C
hrist’s

crucifixion.  A
ll the other so-called churches w

ere founded by the
w

rong person, in the w
rong place, at the w

rong tim
e.  T

he B
aptist

church is the oldest church and is the original, genuine, pure church.
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John w
as the first B

aptist.  In M
at. 3:1, John w

as called “the B
ap-

tist” [singular] because he w
as the first and only B

aptist at that tim
e.

“T
here w

as a m
an sent from

 G
od w

hose nam
e w

as John” (John 1:6).
H

is nam
e w

as not “John the B
aptist,” but  “John;” “the B

aptist” w
as

w
hat he w

as.
W

hat w
as John sent to do?  John 1:32-33 says that John w

as sent
by G

od “to baptize.” L
uke 20:1-8, confirm

s that John’s baptism
 w

as
“of G

od,” thus directly im
plying that not everybody has the authority

to baptize–there are baptism
s not of G

od.
A

ccording to  M
ark 1:9, Jesus “cam

e from
 N

azareth of G
alilee,

and w
as baptized of John in Jordan.” It is approxim

ately 20 m
iles

from
 N

azareth to the Jordan river–a long w
ay in a day w

hen you
either w

alked or rode a donkey.  W
hy didn’t Jesus let som

eone in
N

azareth baptize him
?  B

ecause only “the B
aptist” had authority from

G
od to baptize.  John the B

aptist baptized Jesus; this m
ade Jesus a

B
aptist (M

ark 1:9).  Jesus took disciples baptized by John (John 1:35-
51) and organized them

 into the first church; this church w
as there-

fore a B
aptist church (M

ark 3:14-19; 1 C
or. 12:28).  O

nly this church
is com

m
issioned w

ith authority to B
aptize (M

at. 28:18-20).  John
w

as a B
aptist.  Jesus w

as a B
aptist.  A

ll of Jesus’s disciples w
ere

B
aptists.  T

he first church w
as B

aptist.  Y
ou should be a B

aptist also.
C

onsider that M
artin L

uther, John C
alvin, and the other P

rotes-
tant reform

ers all left the C
atholic C

hurch because they said it had
becom

e incurably corrupt and that the P
ope w

as the anti-C
hrist.  Y

et
these P

rotestant reform
ers had no baptism

 except C
atholic “anti-

C
hrist” baptism

.  T
hey had no authority to start new

 churches or to
baptize, and in fact w

ere expressly forbidden to do so by the R
om

an
C

atholic C
hurch that had baptized them

.
C

aution:  just as not all so-called churches are really churches,
so not all that claim

 to be B
aptist churches are really B

aptist.  T
he

B
aptists have an honorable nam

e w
hich other groups like to use

undeservedly.  S
everal types of phony B

aptists are  the S
eventh D

ay
B

aptists, H
ard Shell B

aptists, G
erm

an B
aptists (also called D

unkards),
and F

ree W
ill B

aptists.  O
ther unS

criptural organizations w
hich

w
rongly use the nam

e B
aptist are the A

m
erican B

aptist C
onvention,

S
outhern B

aptist C
onvention, B

aptist B
ible F

ellow
ship, W

orld B
ap-

tist Fellow
ship, G

eneral A
ssociation of R

egular B
aptist C

hurches, and
all m

ission boards and other such extra-church institutions, all of w
hich

are neither designed, founded, nor headed by C
hrist.  A

ll such organi-
zations violate the sovereignty and usurp the authority of the local
church, and divide the churches,  w

hile leading those in them
 into

apostasy.  F
or a church to em

brace any head except C
hrist is to com

-
m

it spiritual fornication (R
ev. 17:2).  “C

om
e ye out from

 am
ong them

and be ye separate, saith the L
ord, and touch not the unclean thing;

and I w
ill receive you” (2 C

or. 6:17).
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B
aptist churches are the true, original, genuine churches (2 John

5:19); therefore you should join a B
aptist church.  H

ow
ever, this

does N
O

T
 m

ean that you m
ust join a B

aptist church in order to
be saved; in fact, you w

ill N
O

T
 be allow

ed to join until you are
A

L
R

E
A

D
Y

 saved!  O
N

L
Y

 T
H

E
 L

O
R

D
 JE

SU
S C

H
R

IST
 C

A
N

SA
V

E
 Y

O
U

R
 SO

U
L

: “believe on the L
ord Jesus C

hrist and thou
shalt be saved” (A

cts 16:31).  “F
or by grace are ye saved through

faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of G
od: not of w

orks,
lest any m

an should boast” (E
ph. 2:8-9).  O

nly after you have been
saved through faith in C

hrist m
ay you be baptized into the m

em
ber-

ship of a B
aptist church.  T

he answ
er to the question, “W

hat doeth
hinder m

e to be baptized?” is, “If thou believest w
ith all thine heart,

thou m
ayest” (A

cts 8:35-37). B
aptism

 does not save the soul; believ-
ing the gospel of Jesus C

hrist saves the soul (R
om

. 1:16; 1 C
or. 1:17).

“Y
e m

ust be born again” (John 3:7) before you are baptized (M
at.

3:1-12; A
cts 8:36-38).  It is vitally im

portant that you understand
this.W

hat if you w
ere baptized before you got saved?  T

hat happened
to som

e disciples in A
cts 19:1-5.  S

ince baptism
 is “of repentance”

(M
ark 1:4), baptism

 before repentance and faith in C
hrist does not

count, being invalid, so they w
ere rebaptized–no not rebaptized, but

legitim
ately baptized for the first tim

e (com
pare A

cts 19 verse 3 w
ith

verse 5).  Y
ou w

ill need to be legitim
ately baptized also.

A
sk the pastor of the church that gave you this tract how

 to present
yourself as a candidate for baptism

.  Y
ou w

ill be w
elcom

ed into the
glorious heritage of the B

aptists.
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T
his present age w

ill end w
hen the L

ord’s church is taken up to
H

eaven together w
ith the saved of all previous ages, and the seven

year G
reat T

ribulation begins on earth (R
ev. 4:1). T

he bodies of the
dead in C

hrist w
ill be resurrected, and the bodies of those living in

C
hrist w

ill be  “changed” (1 C
or. 15:51-52) to leave earth to

...com
e unto m

ount S
ion, and unto the city of the living G

od, the
heavenly Jerusalem

, and to an innum
erable com

pany of angels,
to the general assem

bly and church of the firstborn, w
hich are w

rit-
ten in heaven, and to G

od the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just
m

en m
ade perfect, and to Jesus the m

ediator of the new
 covenant,

and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that
of A

bel. (H
eb. 12:23)

A
t that tim

e all the m
em

bers of all the genuine, local churches from
the tim

e C
hrist started H

is church w
ill be m

em
bers of the local, vis-

ible church in H
eaven. N

ote that the church is distinct from
 the “gen-

eral assem
bly.” N

ot all the saved are a part of the bride of C
hrist.

M
em

bers of C
hrist’s church w

ill enjoy privileges and an intim
acy
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T
he L

ord Jesus C
hrist its only founder (M

at. 16:18), head (C
ol. 1:24; E

ph.
5:23), and law

giver (1 T
im

. 6:13-16; Jam
es 4:12).

T
he pure, G

od-inspired-and-preserved B
ible–the M

asoretic H
ebrew

 O
ld Test-

am
ent text, and the Textus R

eceptus N
ew

 Testam
ent text, or translations of

these tw
o texts such as the K

ing Jam
es V

ersion of 1611–its only rule and
guide of faith and practice (1 P

et. 1:23-25;  2 T
im

. 3:16-17).

O
nly tw

o ordained officials: pastors and deacons (1 T
im

. 3:1-13), and these
servants, not dictators (M

at. 23:1-12; L
uke 22:24-30; 1 P

et. 5:1-3).  W
om

en
m

ay not be ordained (1 T
im

. 2:11-15;3:2; T
itus 1:6; 1 C

or. 14:34-35).

O
nly tw

o ordinances: believer’s baptism
 by im

m
ersion w

ith B
aptist author-

ity (R
om

.6:4), and closed com
m

union (1 C
or. 11:17-34; 5:11-13)–both sym

-
bolic, not soul-saving (1 C

or. 1:14-18; M
ark 14:22-25).

It’s church governm
ent: a theocratic dem

ocracy (A
cts 1:14-26; 6:1-8; 15:22-

23; 2 C
or. 2:6): sovereign (M

at. 18:18), independent, unaffiliated–totally
rejecting all form

s of conventionism
 and ecum

enicalism
 (2 C

or. 6:17).

B
elief in salvation by grace through faith, not of w

orks, resulting in new
creatures, zealous of good w

orks (E
ph. 2:8-10; T

itus 3:5; R
om

. 3:20-4:6).

Its m
em

bers: only repentant, born-again believers (A
cts 19:1-4), thereafter

baptized in “m
uch w

ater” (John 3:23), and required to m
aintain a holy life-

style (R
om

. chapters 6 &
 7; 1 C

or. 5).

B
elief in separation of church and state (M

at. 22:21; 16:18-19)–but not in
separation of G

od and state (R
ev. 17:14; P

s. 2:1-12; A
ct 5:29).

It’s w
eapons of w

arfare: not physical (M
at. 5:38-48; 26:52), but spiritual (2

C
or. 10:4; E

ph. 6:10-19; H
eb. 4:12).

N
ot C

harism
atic:  the m

iraculous ability to speak in foreign languages w
ith-

out study ended w
hen the B

ible w
as com

pleted (1 C
or. 13:8-10); G

od no
longer speaks to m

en through tongues, dream
s or visions now

 that the B
ible

is com
plete (R

ev. 22:18); bodily healing is not part of the atonem
ent–if it

w
ere, C

hristians w
ould never die physically.

A
bsolute religious freedom

 for everyone (John 8:31-32).  N
o one–infant or

adult–baptized w
ithout personally w

illing it; no one forced to believe or
support that w

hich his conscience forbids (M
at. 22:15-22).

F
inanced only by tithes and offerings freely given (M

al. 3:8-9; M
at. 23:23);

never by gam
bling or sales of m

erchandise  (John 2:13-17).

S
unday its m

ain day of assem
bly (M

ark 2:27-28; John 20:19; A
cts 20:7; 1

C
or. 16:1-2; C

ol. 2:8-17 and H
eb. 4:3-11; R

ev. 1:10).

It’s m
ission: E

vangelize all nations, B
aptize believers, Indoctrinize dis-

ciples, and O
rganize disciples into churches (M

at. 28:18-20).
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